Introduction
Russell says in his philosophical autobiography (MPD: 86):
I used to know of only six people who had read the later parts of the book. Three of these were Poles, subsequently (I believe) liquidated by Hitler. The three other were Texans, subsequently successfully assimilated.
As far as I know nobody exactly identified the six readers of 'later parts' of PM until now. Ken Blackwell found correspondence from Russell's 1929 lecture tour of the U.S. in which he said that Texas contains 'the only known human beings who have read all three volumes of Principia Mathematica' (SLBR 2: 291). In 1959 he was asked about this and replied: 'I think they were only Texans by courtesy as, when I met them, they were students at the Rice Institute.' Russell does not say whether they were students of mathematics or philosophy. Although we do not know what Russell meant by reading later parts of PM, we can find some Polish candidates (perhaps even more than three) familiar with this book (see the end of this chapter).
The social history of PM in Poland (a selection)
It is difficult to establish who quoted PM for the first time in Poland and when Jan Łukasiewicz in his unpublished diary (the original is deposited in the Archive of the Warsaw University), written in Dublin in 1945, reports that he very intensively read Russell's The Principles of Mathematics fairly soon after its publication; he also referred to this book and some of Russell's papers in writings published in the years 1907-12. (I omit bibliographical details because the Łukasiewicz papers in question were published in Polish and contain only general references.) Łukasiewicz perceived Russell as a representative of mathematical logic and the main person working on the logical antinomies. On the other hand, Łukasiewicz did not see a fairly fundamental difference between the algebra of logic (Schröder, Couturat) and the systematization of logical theory with the propositional calculus as the principal theory (Frege, Russell). Yet Russell's name was known in Poland quite well and he was identified as one of the leading logicians of the beginning of the 20th century.
It was Leon Chwistek who began systematic studies on Russell and PM in Poland. The Russell-Chwistek correspondence started in 1909 and persisted until 1925 (see Jadacki, 1986 . Chwistek published the first extensive Polish report on Russell's logical investigations (Chwistek, 1912) . He described the system of logic and the theory of logical types as presented in PM. Chwistek continued his studies on Russell's logic (in Chwistek, 1917; see also Chwistek, 1919) . Kazimierz Ajdukiewicz included PM (vol. I) in the bibliography of his early paper (unpublished, but preserved as a typescript) 'Antinomies of Set Theory' (1913), prepared as a part of the examination for a teaching position in secondary schools. Stanisław Leśniewski mentioned the Russell paradox in some of his papers (published between 1912-15), but he knew it only indirectly, not directly from Russell's works (see below). It is also possible that Jan Śleszyński lectured on Russell's ideas in his courses in mathematical logic delivered in Kraków after 1913, but the first record of his lectures can be found in Śleszyński (1925) (both volumes based on courses of logic delivered in the years 1921-4). Zygmunt Janiszewski, the main ideologist of the Polish mathematical school, in his popular paper (1915a: 459) included the following statement:
Principia Mathematica [in fact, he refers to vol. I -J. W.] ... is the most important and contains the most extensive information about logic and the foundations of mathematics. The authors construe the theory of logistics based on Russell's theory of types.
Janiszewski also mentioned PM in his (1915b), a brief report on philosophical problems in mathematics. Other facts and persons (until 1920) to be noted are following. Tadeusz Czeżowski published a work on the theory of classes (1918) based on his PhD, defended in Lvov in 1914. Michael Dziewicki, a lecturer of English at Jagiellonian University in
